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night in a house only a few doors away from my
old headquarters in the Local Resources mess.   I
found that during the four yeans which had passed
since I had left the country immense progress had
been made in every branch of the administration.
The energy of Colonel Wilson and the enthusiasm
of his officers had resulted in the short space of three
years in the creation of a working machine which
had survived both the disturbances of 1920 and the
subsequent change in the political regime.   This
legacy from the clays of direct British administration
was a priceless asset to the newly formed Iraqi
Government,   All that was now required was to
prepare for its progressive transfer to Iraqi hands,
When Sir Percy Cox first assumed the office of
High Commissioner in October 1920 and called
into being the provisional Council of State, the
mandatory obligations of His Majesty's Govern-
ment had not been officially defined, and no de-
cision had been taken as to the way in which they
were to be carried out.    In these circumstances the
High Commissioner had remained the executive
head of the Government, reserving to himself the
control of foreign relations and all military affairs,
and closely supervising the administration of the
remaining Departments by the Iraqi ministers.  The
coronation of King Feisal in August 1921, and the
appointment by him of the first Council of Ministers
in the following month, had introduced a second
authority in Iraq whose relations with the High
Commissioner must now be defined*   It was clear
that the immediate transfer of full responsibility to
this newly established Iraqi authority would be
undesirably even if it were practically possible.
All the official correspondence was conducted in